
Minister of Industry and Commerce
7th Floor Paille en Queue Court
Port-Louis
Mauritius
Fax: 212 8201

Oil Refinery
25th January 2011

Dear Sir

Following your announcement of the intention to build an oil refinery in Mauritius, some 
members of the NGO We Love Mauritius have raised concerns about the proposals. These 
have been collated in the questions below. We could be grateful if you could respond to them.

Economic concerns

• According to the figures from the US Department of Energy, global crude oil production 
appears to have reached a plateau in around 2005. If this is indeed the case, then it is 
possible that global production will decline over the next decades, resulting in an excess 
of refining capacity. What implications does this have for competition, the reliability of 
supply of crude oil and the risks to profitability in the long term?

• What size of refinery have you determined is optimum for Mauritius? How much will 
the Government need to invest? What will be the source of funding?

• What will be the cost of ancillary infrastructure such as port facilities, storage, emission 
control, waste treatment, over land transportation by pipes or road and disaster 
preparedness?

• To improve their competitiveness, many countries have vertically integrated 
petrochemical industries. What are your plans for processing petroleum products into 
petrochemicals? How much additional investment will this require?

• Mauritius experiences cyclonic storms, what is the projected impact on profitability of 
plant downtime due to bad weather?

• What will happen to the site at the end of life of the refinery? Have decommissioning, 
clean-up and restoration costs been considered?

Environmental and health concerns (normal operations)

• How much land will be required for the refinery, all other projected plant, and a buffer 
zone to segregate it from other property?

• Refineries produce significant emissions both to the atmosphere and to waterways. 
What standards of emissions control and waste water treatment will the refinery be 
required to install?

• Emissions to the atmosphere include gases that cause acid rain (SOx, NOx and H2S), 
and volatile organic compounds including carcinogens and particulate matter that can 
be inhaled and enter the food chain . What will be the implications for the accumulation 
of land and water catchment pollution and the health of natural ecosystems and the 
population under prevailing wind conditions?

• Process waste water contains numerous chemicals. How much will be discharged into 
watercourses and what will be the impacts especially to the sensitive ecosystems in the 
lagoon such as the coral reefs?

• Refineries require water for various processes and cooling. How will this demand be 
met and how will security of supply be achieved?



• How will solid waste, including sulphur, process sludges, spent catalysts and residues in 
the bottom of storage tanks be disposed of?

• Refineries are a visual eyesore. To what extent will the refinery and associated plant be 
visible to residents and visitors?

Major events and consequences

• Refineries are highly complex systems that process and store flammable and toxic 
materials. Has a full risk assessment to population health, ecosystem destruction 
especially in the lagoon, been prepared for every possible event scenario including fires, 
explosions, chemical releases, aircraft impacts and collisions on site and during 
transportation of materials?

• What would be the implications of a major event to other industries such as agriculture, 
fishing and tourism?

• What strategies, infrastructure, equipment, manpower and communication for disaster 
preparedness will be required to mitigate the consequences of major events?

• Do the economic benefits really outweigh the risks?

Management and human resources

• Refineries demand specific skills for each stage of their life-cycles including: feasibility, 
design, construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning. If such skills are 
not available in Mauritius, from where will they be sourced and what strains will that 
cause to local communities?

• Mauritians working on the site will have to adapt to a very different work environment 
to that with which they are familiar. Can they be expected to immediately report 
mistakes, assess near misses and develop a robust safety culture of international 
standards?

• If the plant is co-managed by Mangalore Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd, how will 
conflicts of interest in relation to the operation of its refineries in India be managed, for 
example when there is surplus capacity?

Compatibility with Maurice Ile Durable

• How do you reconcile an oil refinery, which depends on supplies of crude oil, with 
Mauritius' need to improve its energy independence?

• What will be the implications for the local development and promotion of biofuels such 
as ethanol to replace fossil fuels?

• An oil refinery is very energy intensive. How much will it add to Mauritius' greenhouse 
gas emissions?

• As a small island developing state (SIDS) with a leadership role in advocating for a 
global shift towards renewable energy to mitigate climate change, what message does 
this send to the world and other SIDS?

We patiently await your response.

Regards

Dr Richard L Munisamy
Director of We Love Mauritius


