
I, Dr Richard Luke Munisamy, aged 42, of 6 Jubilee Holiday Apartments, 
Casse Ghoon, Pointe aux Canonniers, bearing ID card no. M2301688204976, 
do solemnly state:
On Wednesday 5th May, I took a day trip to Ilot Gabriel aboard TopCat from Grand Baie. I 
believe the proprietor of the boat is called Robyn. She was also on the trip. At about 11:00 
the boat moored some 30m from the beach. I jumped from the boat and swam ashore. 
Feeling tired and with nothing to lie down on, I availed myself of one of the sun loungers 
on the beach. I noticed that there was a sign “A LOUER, FOR RENT” and expected that 
someone would come and ask me to pay, as is the practice on Pereybere and Mont Choisy 
beaches. I promptly fell asleep.

I was awoken by three men shouting at me in Kreol. I did not recognise them, but was later 
told that one of them is known as “Petrole” and another one as “Kumar”. I did not 
understand what they were shouting, but thought I heard the word: “Privé”. In French, I 
replied: “Mais je voudrais le louer”. Without warning, I was pulled from the lounger, 
thrown onto the sand and kicked in my testes. This caused me extreme pain from which I 
still suffer to some extent, despite the use of painkillers.

In English, I warned my attackers that they had crossed the line. Incensed by this, they 
shouted at me that they were going to kill me and chased me off the beach. In fear of my 
life, I jumped into the water and swam back to the boat. I do not know what would have 
happened to me had I not succeeded in escaping.

On reaching the boat, I took my mobile phone and called 999 to report the matter. The call 
was cut off. Some events then transpired about which I will make a statement to the 
relevant competent authority.

[I then asked the crew to transport me to the coastguard station on Flat Island. When 
there, I expressed my desire to make a statement. Once the coastguard has ascertained the 
facts, including my full name and address, he requested that I accompany him with two of 
his colleagues to Ilot Gabriel to identify the suspects. I complied.

On reaching the beach, to my surprise, two of the coastguards raced off to the interior of 
the island. I then started to record the events on my mobile phone. I called after the 
coastguards whether I should follow them but they told me to sit down and wait on a sun 
lounger. This was somewhat ironic as using the sun lounger was what led to the assault in 
the first place. I continued recording the scene, including what appeared to be the high 
water mark and the “For rent” signs next to the sun loungers.

By cahnce, I came across two tourists who had witnessed the assault. I asked them what 
they had seen. Some time later the coastguards returned, but, even more surprisingly, 
without the suspects that I was supposed to identify. I introduced the coastguards to the 
witnesses and they were questioned. When they announced that they would be flying home 
the next day, the chief coastguard seemed relieved. However, when I announced that I was 
recording the proceedings he became extremely agitated.

The chief coastguard then threatened me with prosecution under the ICT Act if I did not 
hand over the phone. I responded that he could make a complaint if I chose to broadcast 
what I had recorded. This made him even more angry. Once more afraid for my well-being, 
I ran off the beach and swam back to TopCat holding my phone in the air, this time being 
pursued by the three coastguards.

When I arrived on the catamaran, I hid the phone under one of the cushions. Shortly after, 
the coastguards boarded and demanded my phone. I asked them if they were going to 
arrest me. They declined, so I informed them that I would keep the phone. The coastguards 
then intimidated the passengers and crew stating that they would have to return 
immediately to Grand Baie. To avoid ruining the day for the other passengers, I jumped off 
the boat into the water. This exacerbated the pain in my testicles.



I then swam to another catamaran: Sheranda. After some time, the coastguards boarded 
this boat intimidated myself and the crew. I made it clear that I did not have the phone in 
my possession. Once more they refused to arrest me and finally left Sheranda and returned 
to TopCat, visibly frustrated. Some time later the coastguards returned and from their boat 
asked me once more where my phone was. I told them it was not with me, perhaps it had 
fallen into the water. The chief coastguard gloatingly said that we both knew that was not 
true, so I told him I would report them matter. He then took on a very menacing tone and, 
threatened me saying that he knew where I lived, that he was from Grand Baie and if I 
made any report to the police then I would have lots of trouble.]

At about 13:00, I returned to the boat after being in the water to relieve the pain in my 
testes. I tried to locate my mobile phone. On questioning the passengers, I was told by Alan 
and Carol, who apparently work for BAI, that they thought my phone had been given by 
David, another passenger and the proprietor of ThaiFoon, to some men who identified 
themselves coastguards. They said that they had seen him give the  said men a small 
package, about the size of a phone, discreetly at the front of the boat.

When I questioned David, he denied that he had given the said men my phone and insisted 
that they had taken it from the cabin of the boat. I told him that some other passengers had 
seen him give my phone to the men and I turned to walk away and check the facts with 
them. He then shouted at me “Don't turn your back on me!” Immediately, he attacked me 
and would probably have caused me grievous bodily harm, had he not been restrained by 
the crew and some other male passengers on the boat.

For the rest of the trip, I remained calmly at the front of the boat, as requested by Robyn, 
in a state of shock. On a couple of occasions, female passengers approached me and 
harassed me, accusing me of disturbing their day.

On returning to Grand Baie, I questioned Robyn, who confirmed that the men purporting 
to be coastguards had indeed taken my mobile phone. She further stated that she did not 
wish to be involved in any dispute. I went home and took some painkillers to relieve the 
pain in my testes. I then took a shower and noticed some bruising and slight abrasions on 
my left arm. I do not know if they were caused by the three attackers on the beach or by 
David on the boat.

Later, I went to the clinic in Pointe aux Canonniers for treatment for the continuing pain in 
my testes. On discovering that I had been assaulted, the duty staff advised me to report the 
matter to the police. I went home, took some more pain killers and a Xanax tablet and fell 
asleep.

I awoke the next day with on-going  pain in my testes and took some more painkillers. I 
tried to locate a lawyer to assist me in making a statement to the police, but I could not find 
one who was free at the time. At around 14:30,  I went to the Police Station at Pointe aux 
Canonniers and obtained a form P.F.58. I then attended the clinic in Pointe aux 
Canonniers to obtain further treatment for my injuries.

I then went to the Pointe aux Cannoniers Police Station and made the statement above, 
excluding the part in square brackets. At some point, I do not remember when exactly, I 
called the coastguard in Port Louis and informed him of the situation. He told me to call 
back in some minutes. When I did he told me that the matter had already been reported 
and that the coastguards in question denied that they had taken the phone.

To date, there has been absolutely no follow-up by the police. Yesterday, at 14:45, I met the 
captain of TopCat, called Kevin, in Super U. We talked about the incident and he 
emphatically confirmed that the coastguards had taken my phone. He then told me that it 
would be better to forget about the whole matter. I told him that I this was contrary to my 
character. I could not do so without violating my personal integrity.

This 20th Day of May, 2010.


